BLAME SHIFTED
ONALLSIDESFOR
FIRE HORROR

Fire-Escape Law Admittedly In-
‘adequate and Legislature
Plans Reforms.

THE 142D VICTIM  DIES:

29 Bodies Remain Uneclaimed at
the Morgue, Where 26 Were
identified Yesterday. -

CIGARETTE CAUSED FIRE

Fire Marshal So Convinced After

Examining Survivors—Qil Cans' |
Near Spot of Origin.

% -

— * 4

DOORS WERE JAMMED TIGHT

Chief Croker Says They Had to
be Chopped Down—Firemen
Will Testify To-day.

-

-~

RELIEF FUNDS POUR IN

Andrew Carnegie Gives $5,000—-Many.
Pitiful Stories Told by Mourners -~
at the Morgue. -

City, county, and State officials were
involved vesterday in the discussion of
responsibility for the conditions existing
in the ten-story loft building at University
Flace and Greene Street, where Saturday
evening’s fire cost 142 lives, the latest
victim dying in a hospital yesterday. —-

[ T

Responsibility for the inadequte {fire
escape facilities was charged directly to
the Building Department. In its defense
Borough President McAneny issued =
-statement last night.. Xe, held that the'
Department was in no way to blame T or

the disasterr and there was not the sht'ht-
est grounds for accusing Supt. MtlLer

The efforts- to hold him responsible he
characterized as ‘' outrageously unfair.’”
Mr. McAneny said the plans for the

Washington Place building were filed
eleven years ago and were accepted as
-complying with the law. This fact, he

-urged, completely exonerates Supt. Miller.
~ Cyroner Holtzhiauser, insisting that the
Building Depariment was serviously at
fault, contended that its Inspectors never
had time to look at bhuildings except those

in process of construction., and that sev-
eral of its small force of Inspectors were
grossly incompetent.

District Attorney Whitman engaged two

engineers yesterday to examine the build-
Ing with a special view of determining
official culpahiliiy, and their report will
he ready when thd April Grand Jury be-
gins the investigation.

Certain paragraphs in the State labor
law were quoted bLY District Attc»rnez;r
Whitiman to show that responsibility for
proper fire protection in factories, cspe-
cially in the matter of fire escapes, de-
volved upon the State Labor Comunission.

But State Labor Commissioner Williams
refused to accept this interpretation,
pointing to the fact that a decision of thae
Appellate Division in 1903 settled the fact
that the Building Department has com-
plete conirol over fire escapes in New
York City.

At Albany plans are being made for
'legislation that will settle this issue. One
. proposed bill provides that the. State La-
bor Commissioner have control of fire,
escapes in New TYork City as in other
‘parts of the State, ard the other would
"\?est full contrsl in the Fire Department,
as recommended by Chief Croker.

Thelastreport of the State Labor Depart-
' ment on the Asch Building was to the ef-
fect that stairway conditions made it im-
practicable to change the doors so that
' they would open outward—that suech a
' change would really increase insteasd of
lessen the fire danger. The same report
held that tie Triangle Waist Company's
plant was not overcrowded. The total of
emploves then at work, however, was
only 405, while on Saturday it had gErown
to over GOO.

Investigations continued vesterday un-
der tha2 auspices of four differen: ecity
departments. Fire Marshal Beers had the
walst company’s owners; the 'building's
ocwner, and thirteen others before him in
an investigation to determine the emct
cause of the fire's origin. -

His conciusion was that tnere wuas no
explosion; that a lighted mat*h thrown
into waste near oil cans, or into clippings
under cutiing table No. 2, on tae ulecne
Street side of the eighth floor. started the
cenflagration. In answer to cvidence that
no smoking was permitted, be declared
he had many cigarette cases, oicksd:up
r.car the spnot of the fire's origin., and
could prove that smoking was constantly
indulged in. _
¥ire Chief Croker, dissenting from evi—
dence furnished the Fire Marshal that the
doors within thexfactory were not locked,
declared his men had to chop their way
through them to gain entrance, and if
not lgcked they were at least closed so
firmly that only an axe could effect a.
passage through them. o
At the loft building itself the fire lines
were withdrawn, except for a guard on
the sidewalk immediately surrounding it.
Crowds of morbidly curious people flocked
in from all directions, blocking traffic
in ‘Washington Square Bast, and ‘in
Washington- Place, Waverley Place, a—nd‘
Greene Streets. .

" hivedtigators from Fn'e Headquartem.
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" the Building Peapartment, the Department

' of Water Supply, Gas and Electricity, the
Boi'ough President’s office. and the Po-
lice Department thronged the building all
day, tramping to the three upper stories
and probing about in the ruins.

Thelr most important find was three ofl
caus on the eighth floor and two on the
ninth, operated by suctlon pumps, and
eath having a capacity of over five gal-

~lons. Whether these cans contained lubri-

- cating oil or gesaline was left for a con-
tinoation to-day of the Fire Marshal's
investigation.

The fire escape. Commissioner Waldo
coficluded. would have handlied the crowd
of cemplores in three hours, the elevators
in “twenty minutes, and the staircases in
thirty minutes. :

At the Morgue a procession of hearses
came and went throughout the day, tak-
ing away the bodies of those who had
been cluimed by friends. The total of
thdse dead was Increased by the death of
one survivor in the New York Hospital to
142, Of the fifty-five unidentified bodies

reported on Sunday twenty-six werae iden-
tiffed yesterday. Detailed descriptions of
the twenty-nine bodies Temaining uniden-
tified, together with a description of all
Jewelry and trinkets found on their per-
sons, will be found on another page. It
is published in the hope that friends and
Telatives will be aided by it in finding
their missing ones. -

The funeral of the unidentified victims
rlanned for to-morrow by their union .
was postponed until Thursday when the |
Coroner refused to reledse them until that
date in compliance with the law requir- |
ing that bodies be held five days for
identfication.

Plans to make the funeral service an
occasion for a lavor demonstration on a
ziarge scale were perfected during the

ay. ' !
Relief funds, paid in through the Red |
Cross, the Charity Organization, the
Shirtwaist Makers' Union, the Women's
Trade Union League, and THE NEw YORK
TIMES, reached a total during the day of
8£20,000. Andrew Carnegie gave $5,000, the
State Legislature appropriated $3,000, and
saveral citizens gave £1,000 or more.

In front of many of the leading theatres
last night large Kkettles. such as the Sal- |
vation Army uvses at Christmas ti.me, were
placed to receive donations. The money
received will be disbursed through the
Red Cross.

STARTED NEAR OIL CANS.

Fire Marshal Gets Evidence as to the
< QOrigin of the Fatal Blaze.

The first official Inquiry into the Asch
bujlding disaster was started by TFire
Marshkal Beers at Iire Headquarters at
9 o'clock yesterday morning. Members
and employes of the Triangle Waist Com-
panv were examined and told again the
storv of the fire and the fight for 1life
as they recalled it.

The result of the investigation, so far
as it proceeded yesterday, was (o con-
firm the cigarette theory of the origin.
Piles of waste, tops of cigarette boxes,
and samples of oil from three cans were
part of the Fire Marshal's exhibits. The
oil can stood in the corner swhere the fire
origirated. The clgarette boxes were
picked up on the floor within a radius of

. a few feet of the cans, and the waste
stood In a2 bale bsetween two of the oil
cans.

“There vere plungers in the two larger
cans. and one contained about a gallon

of o0jl which seemed to be & cleansing

compound to remove spois from shirt-
waists before sending them to the ship-
ping and sales departments on the tenth
floor. Another can contained lubricating
oil for the machines, and a portion of {t
remained to satisfy the inquiry.

The larger of the three cans was empty
except for water from the fire hose.
What was in this can will be & matter of
srecial inquiry from the witnesses to ap-
pear this morning, and several who have
already testified will be recalled to tes-
tifv on this point specifically.

The conflicting declarations made to
the Fire Marshal yvesterday caused him
1o make a hurried trip to the Washington
Place structure in the noon recess of his
irvestigation. Deputy Fire Marshals T.
B. McGuire and Richard Sheehan accom-
‘vaned Marshal Beers. They measured the
doors and windows. staircases, and fire
espape platforms, and then returned to
Fire Headquarters. The entrance into the
cloak room where many bodles were dis-
covered, was found to bhe 21 inches wide.
‘The stairways, while fireprooil. were found
to be so narrow that two persons could not
pass up or down them abreast. The con-
gition of the doors they could not deter-
mine, although they found several broken
locks that may have been smashed as the
firemen entered.

Partners Tell Thelr Story.

The witnesses examined by the TFire
QAfarshal vesterday Included Isaac Stern,
the Superintendent In charge of the bulld-
ing; John Casey, the engineer; Michael
Ciaeca, John Q@aspar., and Joseph Vito,

clevator boys; Samuel Bernstein, manager
on the eighth and_ninth floors, and Max
Planck and Isaac Harris, the progl;_i.etors.

Afr. Blanck tesgtified that the iangle
Waist Company was not a corporation.
He sald that he fled to the roof to es-
~ape, and that forty or fifty 1s fol-
lowed aim. At first he had tried to pass
from the tenth floor to the ninth, but
found flames coming up the stairways
and retreated. gathering his two children,
who were in hLis office on the tenth floor,
Into hils arms before starting roofsvard.
Alr. Harris was on the roof when he
reached it, he testified.

Leplyving to questions by the Fire Mar-
shal. Mr. Blanck said he thought that all
but one of the persons on the tenth fluor
escaped, and that most of those who per-
ished were on the ninth floor, the flames
on’ the stalrways shutting off their chance
to leave by the roof route.

There were 350 persons on the ninth
Tlaor. he sald. 225 on the eighth floor, and
6% or more on the tenth. Some of the
Jeavish girl employes had remained at
nome, as Saturday was a Jewish holidavy.
In that way. the witness thought, 30 of
60-might have escaped the fire peril.

The company’'s business amounted to
$1.600,000 in 1908 and nearly as much
19209, The strike cut it down last vear,
Alr. Blanck said. but it was rapidlyv pick-
inz up again when the fire occurred.

Isaac arris, the other partner. had
totally forgotten how he learned of the
fire. and ‘what he did prior to finding
himself on the roof. ¥le said he had a
confused irpression that he looked dovn
the slairs from_ the tenth floor on the
Greene Street side and saw smoke and
flumes coming up them. Then he re-
called that many girls followed him to
the roof.

“ ¥ found a step ladder.”’ he sald, * and
¥léced it against an adjoining building.

n, that way we escaped, myself and 75
vthers.”

Mr. Blanck, who was recalled, jolned
Herris in statements that there had never
been 8 fire drill in the place, and that no
effort had been made to instruct the
$Sirls. mostly foreigners. by printed notices

. or* otherwise, where the fire exits were
iocated. ;
aac Stern, superintendent of the build-

ing, was asked if any violations had been

‘Alter, his stenographer.

. Swer.

‘had hastened to the city from his home

‘the fire, told of his efforts to build a
fireproof structure.

& Frank of 26 North Madison Square,”

. Were. ] .
‘tracts tu the architects.

ring Department when you had it built?

any time.”

‘had a fire once In g loft, and it was
iconfined to the floor on which it start-

Tiled against the bulilding.
¥ None that T know of,”” he answered,
““and if any had been filed I would have.
heéard of them. My employer, Joseph J..
Adch, was particular to see that things
wdére kept in good order. I was not in
the building when the fire sgtarted, but
was at Thirty-fifth Street and Broadway
ol my way from the building to my home
ay 49 East Eighty-elghth Street. I re-.
ntme{i and witnessed the fire from the
street.” ‘ |
John Casey, the building’s engineer, saia
—that the first he knew of the fire was
when an elevator boy shouted that the
place was burning. He was in the cel-
lar. but ran immediately to the street,
arriving just before the fire engines.

s Fire Started in the Clippings. |

Samuel Bernstein, manager of the walst
cq’}npa,lly's employes on the :eighth and
ninth floors, testified at great length as
to'his experiences during the fire

** I was standing on the west side of the
eiéhth floor talking to my cousin, Plana
Lipschultz, when Eva Harris, a book-

Xkeeper, ran to me and said, *The boys
are putting out a fire by the elevator on
tire ‘Greene Street side.” It was just after
the bell had rung to quit working. I
foiind a cutting table on fire and fire in
a box of: clippings standing beside it.””
Fire Marshal Beers interrupted to ask
how often the® clippings and débris were
cleared away from the floors.
** About once in two weeks.” was the
redly. -
Bernstein then told of his efforts to put
‘put the fire with buckets of water. A
- giipping clerk, he said, brought a hose
from a standpipe into play, but had to
Ruit "before he accomplished anything. |
- vwIsaw it was no use fighting the fire,” |
‘~23ernstein went on, ‘““and I yelled to the
--§irls ' to run down the stairways. I tried.
Ltele one to the tenth floor to have &
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fire alarm sent in, but it was no use. I
saw we had to get out,-and I started for
the roof. I carried cevera] girls. I think
I was the last to leave. 1 saw Blanck
on the roof when I got there.”

** Hadn't quite a number of fires broken
out in the factory recently? " asked the
Fire Marshal. . .

“Yes, one of the men and myself put
out a little fire a short time ago.”

“'Did not these fires occur in the part
of the floor where the men were at
work? :

** Well, there was one where the girls
were working.'”

‘*“And the men—don’t they all smoke
clgareties? ™’

“Yes, but we do not allow them to
smoke in the building.”

Leo Todor. an employe on the eighth
floor, said his attention was attracted to
the fire by Bernstein, whom he 8saw
throwing water upon it.

‘“ Brown, & mechanic, threw one bucket
on and I threw another on,” Todor testi-
filed. **'I saw it wasn't doing any good,
s0 I ran to a window, ~ot on to the fire
escape, and climbed into the yard below. 1
broke a window and got into the base-
ment window.”

Edward Markowitz, a shipping clerk
on the tenth floor, said he got down to
the ninth floor and found the door open
but the girls in a panic., After spending &
few seconds there he ran back to the tenth
floor and went up to the roof. The ninth
floor girls, he said, were crowding to the
stairways leading to the eighth floor, and
toward the fire escape, but none followed
him back to the tenth floor.

Hard to Get One Door Open.

T.ouis Brown, machinist in charge of the
eighth floor, said there were 176 machines
on his floor and 286 on the floor above.
ANl the machines on both floors worked,
he said. on a continuous shaft system,
with the girls sitting in narrow aisles to
operate them.

“T was washing my hands.” he sald,
“ when the cry of fire was heard. I saw
the second cutter’'s table on the Greene

Street slide ablaze. T saw Bernstein try-
ing to put it out, and went to help him,

.but he called to me to look out for the girls.

I saw they had blocked the Washington
Place door and jammed my way through
them, shoving them out of the way on
both sides of me. 1 got hold of the door,
and with difficulty got it open. 1 can’'t
say if the girls found dead there died he-
cause some one got the door shut iater
or if the stairs were too narrow for them
to leave the place. .

“I got out by going down the stairs.
Before I left T saw two girls hanging out
of the winCowsg on the Washington Place
side. T grabbed one and a policeman

' grabbed another and we pulled them in.,

They went on down stairs <with us. On:
the ground floor I saw men and women
on top of the elevator and firemen getting
them off.” -

“Did you see any one jump into the
elevator shaft?

-4 NO-,' .

Louis A. Silk, emploved on the tenth
floor, was with Hhis employer, Harris,
when the fire started. He opened tne
windows to see what! was below, then tried
to reach the fire escape and falled, then
rang for an elevator, and finally went to
the roof. On the roof he met Harris
again, and both assisted operators up the.
ladder to the adjoining building. ,

Silk at first insisted he had heard an|
explosion, but when the Fire Marshal
pressed him on this point he said he was
not sure, and it might have been only a
confusion of shouts from the floor below.

Max A, Levin, a bookkeeper, was talk-
ing in his office on the tenth floor to Miss

**T ran to a telephone and called Fire
Headguarters,” he said. ** The man at the
other end of the wire said the department
nad alreadv attended to the matter, and
I hung up. I saw Blanck’s two.children
in the office, where I had run to get a
telephone, and smoke was pouring in. T
did not know where Blanck was. I put
the books into the safe, and as I turned
away I saw an Italian girl about to jump
from a window. I ran to her and dragged
her back. I then seized my stenographer
by the arm and led her and the Ifalian
girl to the roof. One or two men were
already on the roof, and a gir! followed
us up. I got a ladder and stepped to an
adjoining roof. 1 did mot go back to see
what had become of the others.

Elevator Man Saved Many.

Joseph Zito, who ran the elevator on the
Washingtion Place side, claimed that he
had saved over 100 girls in eight trips of
his elevator.

“ T have been employed in the bullding
for six months,” he said, *“ and knew all
about the Triangle Waist Company's
place. I knew there would be troublz if
there was a fire. My first two trips car-

i me to the tenth floor, then I went
E‘I?((:ie to the ninth, and after that I could
only reach the eighin. The smoke there
wag blinding. Tae other elevator ran until
it 1ost its power, after the sixth trip.

Caspar Mortillalo, the_ other elevator
man, declared it was the crowds who
forced his elevator to stop, rather than
a lack of power.

“a'i‘hey pl?lled my hair., dived on top of
me, climbed on the .roof, and packed
themselves in on top of each other. The
car is built for ten passengers. 1 car-
ried forty on the last trip down. Some
grabbed the cables and siid down. One
girl slid all the way _from the ninth
floor, and my partner, Vito, got her off
the roof after I had dropped the car
t0 the basement. A man grabbed the
ropee below the car and slid to the
cellar, dropping into water ihat reached
his neck before the firemen reached
him.”

Frank Formanek, a freight elsvator op-
erator, sald he made four trips to the
elghth and ninth floors, taking a Jone
negro off the tenth floor, which was
otherwise deserted when he reached It.

*“ An Italian fought the girls back on
the ninth floor,”” he said, ‘““and closed
the elevator doors when my car was
full. At the eighth floor, on my third
trip, 1 couid find no one. The snigke
was dense, and the crowd was on the
other side of the room.” .

““ How long does it take to empty those
three floors ordinarily?’ the elevator
man was asked.

* About fifteen minutes,” was hls an-

Building's Owner Testifies.
Joseph Asch, the building's owner, who

at Saugatiuck, Conn., upon hearing of
* I left the question of construction to
my architect, Willlam Frank of Maynicke

“T don't know who the builders
I left the matter of letting con-

he said.

“ Pid vou ask any favors of the Build-
* No:; I never asked favors of them at

*“You bellevad the building fireproof? "'’
““ The Fire Marshal has congratulated
me on having it so completely s0. We

ed. I instructed the architect that I
wanted a building that would be fire-
roof.”

IJ':I.‘l:ua witness could not recall the name
of the Tire Marshal at the time he was
congrafulated. . .

“You built it as a loft bullding?

£4 ‘Yes“'

** And never considered it would be used
as a factory?”

“No.” . .

“ Would you still consider it fireproof.
in the light of what -happened Saturday?
Are you satisfied with the fire exits? ™

“1 cannot tell as to that. I do not
know what a panic will do in a fac-
tory.”

“Would you put in more fire escapes
g l(_J?hlef Croker told wvou 1t was esgen-

a ? [ 3 ]

1 certrinly would, and I would have
done it long ago if any one had told
me more fire escapes were desired by
Chief Croker. I never inspected the Tri-
a.nﬁle Company’s plant, except that I
walked through it once and saw the gew-
ing machines. I collected the rents, but
did so by mal. I spent over $300,000 on
the building, and I have never heard a
complaint against it from the Buliding
Department or any other official source.”

“ The architects claimed it was ahead of :
any other building of its kind which had
previouely been oonstructed, and they
still ins}st that it is the equal of any
building{ existing to-day except that in a
few of the very latest better methods of
fireproofing have been adopted. The ele-
vator doors remalned olosed, so that the
shafts did not carry the fire from floor to
floor, and the stairs remained intact.”

When the investigation adjourned for
the day Fire Marshal Beers said:

“The fire started from a cigarette
thrown into waste near the oil cans or in
a pile of clippings on the Greene Street
side of thé building. 1 cdn prove' that
many men in the loft smoked cigarettes.
From private and confidential statements
made to me I am confident there were
regular trick ways of smoking devised to
ovoid detection by the bosses. For in-
ftance. a man would hold a cigarette in
the palm of his hand, with his fingers
ciosed over it. and would blow the. smoke
under his coat japel when he puffed jt. If
a foreman approached he.would slip it
in his pocket or snuff the light out with a
bit of cloth. A favorite brand was the
‘ Afternoon Brand,” and many boxes
bearing this label came from'\ the eighth

T i,
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and ninth floors. There were charred|
marks on ledges showing where lighted |
cigarettes had been laid. And this prac-:
tice extends to almost every loft shop in|
the city.” ' et

|

Croker’s Mcen Had to Chop Dbot‘sl
Dowyn. o '

Fire Chief Croker, after learning that
the evidence had failed to develop the
fact that doors leading to stairways and
roof exits were locked when the Tfire
started, declared that the testimony ap-
parently had failed to bring out the
truth. . - |

*“I have no direct and conclusive evi-

dence that the doors were actually locked
or barred,”” Chief Croker said, ‘“but T
have evidence that is conclusive that they
were closed fdst and that my men could
not force their way past them except
with axes.

“Tt, was that way on the eighth floor
and that way on the ninth. Behind these
doors, after we had forced them,  the.
bodies lay huddled together. Bodies were
not found in the centres of the rooms, al-
though there were some discovered in a
clgak room on the ninth floor. '

“ When it was all over and we had time
to search for evidence, the positive evi-
denece had been destroyed. The doors my
men battered in had burned up complete-
1y, so that we may never know positively
if they were locked, or were forced shut
by suction springs, or if the crowd be-
hind thein jammed them shut and kept
them from opening again.” '

What Chief Croker said caused TFire
Marshal Beers to summon eight firemen
for another sesslon of his hearing to he
held this morning at 9:30 o'clock.

WHITMAN EMPLOYS ENGINEERS.

Their Report on Asch Building Con-
ditions Will Go to April Grand Jury.

District Attorney Whitman Yesterday
appoinfed James P. Whiskeman and John
D. More, two consulting engineers, to go

thoroughly over the scene of the Triangle

Shirt Waist Company fire, and make an
exhaustive report as to wnether or not

th::a11 owners compllied with the building
code. .

L{i:. Whisl.{eman was formerly a con-
sulting engineer in the employ of the
Building Department, and Mr. More is
a member of the Building Code Revision
Commission. Both these men were at the
scene of the fire yesterday in the com-
pany of Assistant District Attorneys
Rubin, Bostwick, and Manley, and
Coroner Holtzhauser.

“I have no doubt that it i very
likely this disaster will lead to a
general investigation as to the conditions
existing in factories in this.city.” said the
District Attorney last night. ** The matter
will be put before the April Grand Jury.
I cannot place it before the present Grand
Jury, as that will undoubtedly be con-
tinued over next term to investigate the
vice conditions in the city, and the addi- |
tional Grang Jury is already pressed by
the vast amount of work that has fallen
upon it. .1

"I have learned that State Factory In-.
spector Herrman inspected the building |
last February and reported favorably,
recommending no alterations. It is the |
duty of this department as well as the.
Building Department to see that the law]
is enforced. |

““It is also very likely that it will be!
found that instead of two stairways the
building was really in need of four, as|
Section 75 of the Building Code provides'
that there shall be two stairways to each
5,000 feet. This stairway must be con-
tinuous. The code also provides that there
shall be two more stairways to every addi-
tional 5,000 feet, and that when the num-
ber of feet exceeds 15,000, it is left to the
Buflding Department to decide the num-
ber of stairways necessary."'

According to the plans of the building at

Washington and Greene Sireets the arvea is
1 100 by 100. making 10,000 square feet.
- In commenting further on the investiga-
\ tlon, District Attorney Whitman read Sec-
| tions 80 and 82 of the State Labor Laws,
Wigich apply to fire escapes and exits. He
“said that several witnesses, including
iCommxsioner of Labor Willilams, would
| be subpoenaed to appear before the Grang
Jury which wil investigate the case.

Section 80 of the State La
as toflon 8 Dor L.aw reads

Proper and substantial handrails shall he
~ Provided for all stairways In factérles, The
| Bteps of such stairways shall be covered
| with rubber, securely fastened thereon, if
i in the opinion of the Commissioner of
I\ Labor the safety of the employes would

be promoted thereby. The stairs shall be
properly screened at all .sides and at the
bottom. All doors leadthg in or to any
such factory shall be so sonstructed as tn
open outwardly svhen practicable, and shall
not be locked, bolted, or fastened during
working hours. “

| Section 82 reads:

Such fire escapess as may be deemed nece-
essary by the Commissioner of Labor shall
he provided on the outside of every factory
In this State, conslsting of three or more
Storles In height. Each escape shall con-
nect with each floor above the first, and
shall be of sufficlent strength, well fast-
ened, and shall have landings or balconies
not lesg than six feet in length and three
feet” in width, guarded by iron rallings
not lesg than three feet in height. embrac-
ing at least two windows at each story
and connected with the jinterfor by easily
accessible and unobstructed openings. The
balconies or landings shall be connected
by iron stairs, mnot less than six inches
wide, with steps of not less than slx inches
tread, placed at a proper slant and pro-
tected by a well-secured handrail, and shall
have a drop ladder not less than twelva

Inches wide, reaching from the lower plat-
form to the ground.

The windows or doors leading to each
landing or balcony of each fire escape shall
be of sufficlent size and located. o far as
possible consistent with accessibility from
the stairways and elevator hatchways or
openings, and a ladder shall extend to the
roof. Statlonary stairs or ladders shall
be provided on the inside of every factory
building from the upper story to the roof
4s a means of escape in case of fire.
‘When the additional Mareh Grand Jury

reported to Judge O’Sullivan in General
Sessions yesterday, its foreman, William
H. Hurst, reported that they had cast a
unanimous vote and tendered their serv-
ices to the District Attorney and to Judge
O’Sullij.fa.n, and” were ready to make an
immediate Investigation into the fire dis-
aster. They expressed their wijllingness
to continue throughout the April term,
and other terms if necessary. hey said
that they fully realized that persons re-
sponsible for such calamitlies In the past
have escaped without bDeing properly
I:rosecuted. The report was not acted
upon.

The pians of the Asch Building were
sent to District Attormey Whitiman ves-
terday at the request of his assistant, Mr.
Bostwick.

Coroner Holizhauser was in consultation
with Mr. Whitinan for nearly an hour
yesterday. He said afterward that one of
the criticisms he desired to make was
that practical building men were not em-
ploved as Inspectors, but that inexpe-
rienced men got the positions by exami-
nations that did not prove their fitness.
He also said that the law is his opinion
was defective in regard to the doors. as it
simply reacommended that thev open out-
ward. and did not sav they should be
fireproofed.

CITY’'S WATER SUPPLY LOW,

Warning Sent to the Mayor and Pub-
lic Asked to Economize.

Water Commissioner Thompson sent a
letter to Mayor Gayvnor yesterday inform-
ing him that the city’s reserve supply ot
water is very low and requesting that all
possible measures be taken to prevent the

waste of water for the present. The let-
ter read:
Department of Water Supply, @as, and

Electricity.
March 25, 1911.
Hen. Willlam J.° Gaynor, Mgyor, City of

"New TYork: )

Dear 8ip~—I believe that the. tima has
arrived when we should take the publie
into our confidence and let them know the
small amount of water there Is In reserve

- at the present time upon which the Bor-
i ouggs of Manhsattan and the Bronx de-
- pend.

We have ncw on sgtorage 40.000 million
gallons, as agalnst 90,000 million gallons
at the end of March last year. Our pres-
ent storage 13 equivalent to about 120
days’ supply. e rainfall for the months
of . December, January, February, and
March of a year ago was 18.1 inches. For
the corresponding months of this year the
rainfall has been only 10.6 inches. In
addition to this, there was practically no

- .rain last Summer and FRrll, so that the dry’
- ground, absorbed a larger proportion of the
i Winter rainfall than normally. Of course
\ we may get a rainfall which will change -
oonditions at any time, but if the drought
. which we have experienced for the Ilast
| nine months keeps up, we wlil find ourselves
| in & very precarious condition. S

I have had °‘published a ‘book entitled,
** Facts and Regulations for Conzumers of
Water,”” which has been largely distributed,
and which.I believe is having good effect,
and the department is also making houre-
to-house inspections throughout ‘the bor-
oughs, as well as carrying on a systematic
.campaign to stop waste by the use of plto-
meters, the shutting off of permits for
the use of water except where absolutelv
necessary, and so on;\but I think that the
time has come when some letfer ' should
be made public, either by you or myself, in-
forming the people as to the scarcity of
the water supply for the Boroughs of Man-
hattan and the Bronx, and that they should
be asked to help us in the conservation

» of our reserve for the good of all. . )
" Yours truly, HENRY S. THOMPSON.. . .
. : ' Commissioner. = .
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